Cicrober 7, 2025

Brotbers and Sisters in Chinse,

in collaborstion with Bishop Mark Beckman and the other pastors of parishes in our diocese
where the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite is currently celebrated, Masses in the
Uxtezordinary Form swill begin 1o transition 10 the Ordinary Form. This transition brings our

cdhocese into contormity with what has been requested by Pope F rancis i his motu proprio
Tradibonis Custodes.

The final Mass in the Extriordinary Form to be offered at our parish will be on December 28,
2025, Until that date, the Extraondinany Form will continue 1o be offered everny Sunday. with
three exceptions. In onder for us to celebrate the Solemnity of Chnst the King as one parish
tam:ly, the Ordinacy Form will be oflered on October 20th | 30th Sunday in Ondinary Time) and

November 23nd (Christ the King): In addition. December 14th (3rd Sunday of Advent) will also
e offered in the Ordinary Form,

Monday Mass a1 6 pm. will continue to be offered in the Extraondinary Form throughout the
month of October, Beginning in November. this Mass will ransition to the Ordinary [Form.

As part of this transition, Mass will beein to be celebrated using the Missale Romanum, editio
s ta by picam ternam, Despite this change, Mass will continue to include sraditional elements
that do not conflicr with the missal. Therefore. Mass will continue to be offered ad onentem. the
altar arrangement will remain the same, we will continue 1o make use of the communon rail.
Ciregorian chant will retain 1ts proper place in the liturgy, the Mass will continue (o be olfered in
Latin. and there will be mncense along with other traditional ¢lements

| know that this tzansition will be difticult for some. As vour pastor. please know that you are
cach In my pravers as we undergo this change together. it is my hope that we can embrace this
transition with both faith and charity. We must remain united (o Christ, for He 1s the vine and we
are the branches. Without Him—no matter our motives or feelings—we will not bear much fruit,
for apart from Him we can do nothing. The Eucharist we receive s the same Lord who comes to
us, no matter which form of the Church's liturgy is celebrated.

Next Sunday. October 19th, | have scheduled time giter the 2 p.n. Mass for anyone who would

ke to join me for a discussion regarding this transition. Let us turn toward the Lord and place
our trust an Him,

In Christ,
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Homily
Ootober 12, 2025

Very Rev. J. David Carter, JCL, JV. Pastor & Recter
The Bas:lica of Saints Peter and Paul

As You are aware. in 2021 Pope Francis issued the miovi proprio, Traditionss Custodes, Timiting, the
celebration ef the 1962 Koman Missal—commeoenly called the Traditional Latin Mass—and replacing the
broader permissions eranted under Sumienorien Fortificnn: by Pope Benedicl XVI i 2007, This decision was
a heavy oness for our community,

Since Chnstmas 2014, we have emjoved the celebration of the Mass according to the 1962 Missal, at least
monthly. In 2020, discerning the legitimuie destves of the faithful and following the still-valid provisons of
Sumrmorinn Fendifiicum, we lmg in L'hf-l‘ﬂ:l'l'{ the 1962 Roman Missal every buuda} af the 11:30 ., Mass,
Thus, when Traditrenis Custodes was issucd one year Infer, our pastoral pl.ml was disrupted,

At that time, [ reminded our parish that Sts, Peter and Paal is o MNevns Ordo panish al which the Traditsonal
Latin Mass is celebmaled, and that the primary purpose of doing so wis mutual envichment—one of the gouls
Pope Benedicl XVI wdentiftied in Suamenariim Fonnizicinm, 1 alse strongly urged that we receive the Hely Father's
direchves with humility and obedience, resssting any templalion 10 oppose proper ecclesial authorty. We
must mike 4 choioe: te be Catholic or Protestant. Many mistskenly cling to the trappings of Catholic ilentity
rather than its essence, which 15 unon with the succesor of Peter, As for Sts. Peder and Paul, we choose to be
Catholic.

After a vear of discemment and consultation with pastors where the usus SHLULOL 3 celebnited, Bishop
Mark Becknnan has recetved o request from the Dicastery for Divine Worship in Rome to ltII;IILIw..HI
Triditionis Custodes in the Diecese of Knoxville. Like the centurion in the Gospel of Luke whe famously said,
“Lord, Tam net worthy,” but also said, “1am a man under autherily™, 0 too Bishop Beckman 15 a man under
authenty, He foves the faithiul who are devoled (o the ancient [iturey and bears no tll wall toward vou. Bul

he, and 1 with ham, have pw:-fcss::d an oath of fidelity to the Boman Pontiff and the lnws of the Church, It is for
us 1o also make this our refrain, “Domine non sum :a‘}_-._'mm . o« 1, loo, am a man under anthority.”™

We are nol the masters of the liturgy; we are its servanls, The truth is that since 2021 we have been living on

borrowed time. Another pastoral renlity we face i the Iack of clersy tmined to celebrate the 1962 Missal. |

am the only priest at the Basilica nble to do so. What would happen it | were unavailable due to iliness or

{rvel? Moreover, our split between Iwo turgical calendiars has ereated an unintended diviston—=two sels of
dings, fwo feasts, Bwo rhivthms of time. I is increasingly clear that the Spint is calling us 10 unity.

After consulting wilh Bishop Beckman, we have reached a clear path forward. The Diocese of Knoxville will
Be transittoning all celebrations of the Latin Mas from using the 1962 Missal to the 2002 Missal in Latin by
the endd of the vear, In thes way, we are not losing the Latin Mass, nor the Roman Rite. The bishop has assurad
us thit the legitimale aspirutions for trunscendence, reverence, and beauly will continue fo be honered. The
celebration of the 2002 Ml:s:t.l i Latin, with all ﬁl:. traditional optiens and clements alrcady permitted in s
rubrics, will ensure that the treasures of our tradition are preserved while remaining in f wll communion with
the Church. This 1 net the path of los—1 i3 the path of unity.
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I know this decision s difficult for many who have grown 1—.1:31:;:-13 atfached to the more ancient form, Yet |
Urge you to r::sp@nd with humility and obedience. No one is being deprived of the sacraments. The Eucharist
is no less Jesus in the 2002 Missal than in the 1962, The Holy Father rightly cautions those who, perhugs
unintentionally, suggest otherwise. To remain Catholic is to remain united with the successor of 81, Feter. The
Church’s movemenl is toward a unity of faith expressed in one Roman Missal, while still drawing deeply
from the same well of tradition,

CQur worship will continue 10 be beautiful, reverent, and sacred. The spirit of Swmmernins Fenfiticum-—the
mutual envichment belween old and new—his borne fruit, Yeu are the proof of that, Now we are called to
carry thit frudt forwand into the life of the Church as it stands unifsed today.

Christ’s parable reminds us that the wise sleward “brings oul from his storeroom both the new and the old.”
(Matthew 13:52) We will retain the old—ILalin, chant, sacred silence, ad ortentem worship, ete. —and we
will receive the new—the fuller eyele of Senplure readings, the untfied calendar, and the deeper

}'.H]t"lh:i pation envisioned by the Council, These are not enemics; they are gifts meant to complement cach
other.

In this unity, we will no longer be dividad by differing calendars or feasts, Our parish will celebrate together,
as one houschold of faith, The Solemnity of Chirist the King, now plagced at the culmination of the liturgical
vear, will be our moment of transition—a sign that Christ reigns over all time, old and new alike. From
November 22 on, we will be offering only one {onm of the Roman Rite here, albeit in the diversity of
lunguases inchaling the universal inguage of Latin,

| speak to vou now with the heart of n father who desines only vour good and your salvation: don’l be
Protestant, Rentain united with the Church that Christ founded, Tn our time, seme voices—though clothed in
reverence and tradition—iare drawing fathiul souls o allitudes of suspicion, division, and disobedience.
This i€ o grave danger. 1t i2 never a light thing {o separate onesalf, even in spiril, from the Body of Chnst, To
clevale personal Iimrq,u.;tl preference over communion with the Church, made manifest ta;xxmlh* in the
Office of S Peter, is 1o risk repeating the tragic errons of the past—cerrors that began with zeal for reform, but
ended in rebellion and schism. Some communities. such as the Socicty of 51 Pius X {SSPX). may prescrve
venerable lureical forms, but they do o outside the full ebedience cwed to the Vicar of Chrd, The Church
s made clear that their canonical status remains irreqular, and the faithful are not encouraged to attend
their turgics. Participation in such communitics, when it expresses a rejection of the Church’s legitimate
authorily, can constitule a true rupture of communion—a wound o the unity Christ desires. The Church’s
own canenical experts have clartfied that a persen formally wdhening to a schismatic movement miy incur
the penalty of excommunication, This is net about pumishment, bul about the seriousness of choosing
separation over communion. The Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts explains that such adherence ocours
when one “opts for the followers of Letebyre insuch & wav that this oplion i3 placed above ebedience 1o the
pope.” (FCLT Communicationes, 29 [1997] 239-243)!

As | have often repeated, il is 2ood (o be right—but you have to also be vight in the right way, Hold fast 1o the
faith, bul do so within the bargue of Peler. This is not the moment to abandon ship. but to trust the Captain
who calms the slorm, even if you have fear and anxiety in vour hearts from the waves,

We are nol iﬂﬁiﬁg the Mass. We are gaining unity, We are being invited to carry the treasures of our tradition
inte the heart of the living Church. The same Jesus who is truly present upon the altar has not changed. His
arace 1s not diminished because His Church has refermed her rites.
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This is the hour of hely obedience—no! servile obedience like slaves, but filial obedience like sons before a
father. The obedience that conforms us to Christ Himsaif, who “became obedient unte denth, even desth on a
Cross.” (Philippians 2:8)

If we walk this path together, humbly and faithiully, I am convineed that the Basilica of Sts. Peler and Paul
will continue to be a beacon of beauty, unity, and holiness—an example of Pope Benediet™s desire for reform
in continuity. 1 invite you, therefore, to lay down resentment txclay and take up reverence. Trade bitterness for
blessing, and join me in bringing torth from our storercom both the new and the old, so that Christ the King
iy reien in us and through us—one faith, one Church, ene Lord, ferever. Amen,

Wir entnehmen diese Dokumente dem Artikel Traditional Latin  Mass annihilated in the Diocese of
Knoxville, Tennessee (Update: and a humiliating homily) von Rorate Caeli (https://rorate-
caeli.blogspot.com/2025/10/traditional-latin-mass-annihilated-in.html) in der Fassung vom 13. Oktober.
der dort moglicherweise noch fortgeschrieben und durch weitere Dokumente ergénzt wird.)
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